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August 17, 2012 

Honourable Gord Mackintosh 
Room 330, Legislative Building 
450 Broadway 
Winnipeg, MB  R3C 0V8 
 
Dear Minister Mackintosh: 
 
We are writing to voice our strong support for a ban on cosmetic pesticides in Manitoba. Such a 
move is necessary to protect the health of Manitobans and to prevent harm to the environment. 

Pesticides used on lawns and gardens pose needless dangers to people, pets and the 
environment. The risks to children are of particular concern. Medical studies have shown that 
exposure to many common pesticides poses serious adverse health risks. Organizations such 
as the Canadian Cancer Society and the Ontario College of Family Physicians have endorsed 
the call for a cosmetic pesticide ban.  

Pesticides also cause harm to sensitive ecosystems. Contamination from pesticide residues 
puts our waterways at risk and some pesticides have also been found to harm honeybees and 
other pollinators that are essential for food production.  

In light of the health and environmental concerns, a precautionary approach is appropriate and 
necessary.  

As you are aware, seven provinces have already taken steps to ban non-essential pesticides on 
lawns, gardens and in public parks. Municipalities across the country have taken similar action. 
Now is the time for the Government of Manitoba to take a leadership position to protect the 
health and environment of Manitobans. 

We urge the Government to enact legislation that: 

• prohibits the use, sale and import of synthetic chemical pesticides for lawns, gardens, 
landscaping and non-agricultural purposes, including any use of chemical pesticides by 
licensed applicators ;  

• provides for public education about the ban and about alternatives to chemical 
pesticides; and  

• includes effective mechanisms of enforcement. 

Thank you for your attention to this. We look forward to working with the Government to 
implement a science-based, precautionary approach to pesticide management and the 
protection of environmental health. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

(Name and Group) 


