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Manitobans call for a province-wide ban on cosmetic pesticides 

 
On June 21, 2012, Manitoba Conservation announced consultations regarding the use 
of cosmetic pesticides in Manitoba. Health, environment, and labour groups as well as 
many citizens have joined the call for Manitoba to show national leadership by instituting 
a comprehensive and effective ban on cosmetic pesticides. 

 Cosmetic Pesticide Ban Manitoba supports legislation that: 

• Prohibits the use, sale and retail display of chemical pesticides for lawns, 
gardens and non-agricultural landscaping, including by licensed operators; 

• Is comprehensive in the number of pesticides included under the ban, including 
new chemicals as they are developed. 

• Provides for public education about the ban and alternatives to chemical 
pesticides; 

• Includes effective mechanisms for enforcement 
• Is passed in 2012 and takes effect by the spring of 2013   

Cosmetic pesticide use is a public health Issue, particularly for children 

• The International Agency for Research on Cancer and the US National 
Toxicology Program state that some pesticides can cause cancer.i The 
Pesticides Literature Review conducted by the Ontario College of Family 
Physicians, showed “consistent links to serious illnesses, such as cancer, 
reproductive problems and neurological diseases.”ii 

• Children are at a greater risk from pesticide exposure than adults because they 
are closer to the ground and their bodies are still developing.iii 

• Cancer survivors, people suffering from asthma, chemical sensitivities or other 
health conditions may also be at greater risk from pesticides. 

• The notion that pesticide use is an individual matter is scientifically incorrect. 
Once dispersed, pesticides affect non-target plant, animal and human health in 
our shared environment. 

What is happening elsewhere? 

• Elsewhere, Canadians use fewer chemicals to keep bugs and weeds under 
control. Since implementing a ban on cosmetic pesticide use in 2003, Quebec 
households have turned away from chemicals. But gardens there continue to 
bloom. In fact Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island all have all introduced stronger cosmetic pesticide 
regulations, as have dozens of municipalities across Canada.  
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Pesticide bans work: 

• In Quebec, the number of households with a lawn or garden using chemical 
pesticides dropped dramatically to just 4 percent in 2007, one year after 
provincial regulations prohibiting the use and sale of many lawn pesticides were 
fully implemented. Without a province-wide ban, 43 percent of Manitoba 
households with a lawn or garden still use chemical pesticides.iv 

• Water quality data from Ontario shows that pesticide levels decreased in urban 
rivers and streams decreased following the enactment of a provincial cosmetic 
pesticide ban.v   

Alternatives are available and good for business 

• Practices such as mowing high, over-seeding, and topdressing restore ecological 
soil health. Low-risk, natural products such as corn gluten meal and composting 
are widely available. 

• Statistics Canada Business Patterns data shows that the horticultural trades 
have increased in number and size in Toronto and Halifax following the adoption 
of restrictive pesticide bylaws.vi 

Public support for pesticide bans 

• Little public polling research has been conducted on cosmetic pesticide bans in 
Manitoba.  However, in other Western provinces where research has been 
conducted, a large majority of the population has shown concern about cosmetic 
pesticides. 

• Three out of four British Columbians support provincial legislation to restrict 
pesticide use, 79 per cent of Saskatchewan residents support the statement that 
“pesticides pose a threat to the environment, including wildlife, air quality and 
ground water” according to polling conducted by Ipsos Reid on behalf of the 
Canadian Cancer Society in 2008.vii 

Who else is supporting a ban on cosmetic pesticides in Manitoba? 

The following are some of the groups that have signed on to support the campaign to 
ban cosmetic pesticides in Manitoba: 

• Campaign for Pesticide Reduction  
• Canadian Association of Physicians 

for the Environment 
• Canadian Cancer Society  
• Canadian Environmental Law 

Association 
• Canadian Parks and Wilderness 

Society  
• Chemical Sensitivities Manitoba  
• David Suzuki Foundation  

• Ecojustice 
• Environmental Health Association 

of Manitoba 
• Green Action Centre 
• Manitoba Nature Summit 
• Nature Manitoba  
• Prevent Cancer Now  
• Registered Nurses Association of 

Ontario  
• Sierra Club of Canada 
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What can you do? 

We need as many people as possible to 
support a strong comprehensive ban on 
cosmetic pesticides. Please sign on to our 
letter in to the Minister in support of a 
comprehensive ban: 
cosmeticpesticidebanmb.wordpress.com/letter.  

Also, it is important to send in your own 
comments to the consultation. To participate in 
the public consultation on cosmetic pesticides, 
send comments before October 1, 2012 to: 
cosmetic.pesticides@gov.mb.ca. 

Or write: 

Environmental Programs and Strategies 
Branch, Manitoba Conservation and Water 
Stewardship, 1007 Century Street, Winnipeg, 
MB R3H 0W4  

                                            
i The U.S. National Toxicology Program 11th Report on Carcinogens, 2005. 
http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/ntp/roc/toc11.htm; and International Agency for Research on Cancer, IARC 
Monographs on the Evaluation of Carcinogenic Risks to Humans, World Health Organization. 
http://monographs.iarc.fr  
ii M. Sanborn et al., 2012 Systematic Review of Pesticide Health Effects, Ontario College of Family 
Physicians, 2012. http://tinyurl.com/ocfp-pesticide-review 
iii Canadian Partnership for Children’s Health and Environment, Child Health and the Environment – A 
Primer, 2005. http://www.healthyenvironmentforkids.ca 
iv Statistics Canada, Households and the Environment, 2007. http://tinyurl.com/2ajuglj 
v Aaron K. Todd, “Changes in Urban Stream Water Pesticide Concentrations One Year after a Cosmetic 
Pesticide Ban” (Environmental Monitoring and Reporting Branch Ontario Ministry of the Environment, 
November 2010). http://tinyurl.com/9ouahwf.  See also: http://tinyurl.com/9h5bfa6 
vi Statistics Canada. 2006. Business Register. Canadian Business Patterns (2001-2006). 
www.toronto.ca/health/pesticides/index.htm 
vii Canadian Cancer Society Advocacy Public Opinion Research Survey, 2008. http://tinyurl.com/8kjeyrg 
 

Some materials in this backgrounder adapted from David Suzuki Foundation, 
http://www.davidsuzuki.org/issues/downloads/BC_Ban_Statement.pdf  
and Green Action Centre, http://greenactioncentre.ca/2012/support-cosmetic-pesticide-ban-for-manitoba/  
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